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him the recognition and admiration of 
his colleagues, students, and teachers 
across the State. His leadership as an 
administrator has fostered an environ-
ment where the teachers at Lincoln 
County High School can excel in pro-
viding their students a quality edu-
cation. He is a strong supporter of en-
couraging young Montanans to explore 
all educational opportunities, includ-
ing career technical training and the 
trades. 

It is my honor to recognize Joel 
Graves for his excellence as principal 
of Lincoln County High School. I look 
forward to following the wonderful suc-
cesses that will come out of Lincoln 
County High School because of Joel’s 
leadership.∑ 
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HIGH PLAINS HONOR FLIGHT 
∑ Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I 
stand here today to recognize the vet-
erans of High Plains Honor Flight who 
have made their inaugural trip to 
Washington, DC. Distinguished vet-
erans from World War II, the Korean 
war, and the Vietnam war have made 
the journey to visit the national me-
morials dedicated to their service. 

Military service is an exceptional 
duty to the country. Few words can de-
scribe the gratitude we all share for 
sacrifice that these men and women 
have made to preserve our rights to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. When the United States has been 
threatened, our veterans have bravely 
answered our countries call without 
reservation. Twice a year, the Honor 
Flight welcomes veterans from across 
the country to fly to Washington, DC, 
free of charge, so that they can visit 
the national memorials dedicated to 
their service. 

Please join me in honoring Charles 
Assmus, Clarence Carlson, John 
Dutton, Gordon Norton, Willis Sibley, 
Michael Abramovich, George Edinger, 
James Forrest, Alan Gates, Charles 
Hall, Jason Laguna, Richard 
Lindemann, Richard McCown, James 
McWilliams, Gerald Mitchell, Erlis 
Morse, John Oliver, Bernard Pisciola, 
Donald Price, Earle Ridgway, Richard 
Stoltzfus, Wayne Tobey, Johnny West, 
Benjamin Zimmerman, Robert 
Davison, Gerald McDuffee, Jed 
Pancoast, Ronald Adam, Ronald 
Albers, Leon Bartholomay, Richard 
Belt, Hal Bennett, Kenneth Blum, 
Clyde Bullard Jr., Kenneth Butcher, 
Jan Carlson, Allan Cazer, Terry Chan-
dler, Spencer Chapin, Daniel Crego, 
James Crowell, James Davies, Robert 
Delva, William Dowling, Gerald Ecker, 
Carl England, Thomas Evans, Ricky 
Farrier, Markton Gadbury, Roy 
George, Don Gooding, Jack Hall, Cal-
vin Hamilton, Robert Jacobson, 
Charles Jett, Larry Johnson, Daniel 
Katze, James Keeler, Gene Keys, Dan-
iel King, Raymond Kirchner Jr., 
Damian Kisner, Richard Knight, Ter-
rence Kullbom, Dale Langholf, Noel 
LaRose II, Harvey Lawson, Richard 
Lawson, Robert Loner, Jerald Lucas 

Antonio Luna, Thomas Mason, Tony 
Mathias, Bobby Matthews, Charles 
McConnell, Timothy McGinnis, Allen 
Meyer, Blythe Miley, Richard Miller, 
Thomas Mitchell, Robert Montgomery, 
James Morgan, Richard Morris, Paul 
Niebel, Larry Odegard, Carol Jean 
Padilla, Theron Parlin, David Patter-
son, Mark Patterson, Robert Pen-
nington, Randall Peonio, Arturo Perez, 
Floyd Peterson, Christopher Petroff, 
Linda Pickett, Gary Pitt, Donald 
Posselt, Richard Ranabargar, John 
Rasmussen, Robert Righi, Gary 
Schuler, Curtis Shaffer, John Shaffner, 
Lee Sherbenou, Donald Simmons, 
Jerry Skelton, Richard Smith, Richard 
Smith Jr., Jimmy Spence, Donald 
Spotanski, Roger Stocker, Thomas 
Tedesco, Virgil Treadway, Ted Turner, 
Thomas Wartella, Arthur Weidner, 
Mark Williamson, Garry Wilson, Wil-
liam Woolman, Darell Zimbelman.∑ 
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REMEMBERING HOWARD LUKE 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
want to take a few minutes to recog-
nize the life of a highly respected 
Athabascan elder Howard Luke, who 
died September, 21, 2019 in Fairbanks, 
AK, at age 95. 

With the passing of Native elder 
Howard Luke, Alaska has lost a highly 
respected Athabascan leader who dedi-
cated his life to empowering the Alas-
ka Native community and ensuring 
that cultural and traditional knowl-
edge will be passed down to younger 
generations. 

Howard Luke was born in 1923 in 
Nenana, later moving to Fairbanks 
with his mother at age 13. A man with 
a true gentle spirit, Howard made a 
unique contribution to our State, and 
he shared his passion of the 
Athabascan language and traditional 
ways. 

He always stressed the importance of 
school for young people while also 
learning their traditions. At his moth-
er’s side, he learned the stories and val-
ues and subsistence way of life of his 
people. He sometimes talked about 
wishing he had received more formal 
schooling and that he felt hindered by 
stopping school after the fourth grade; 
yet he was constantly pursuing learn-
ing. He travelled to New Zealand, Aus-
tralia, Russia, and visited other Tribes 
throughout the United States. In honor 
of his efforts, the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough School District named an al-
ternative school after him. In 1991, he 
received an honorary high school di-
ploma from that school. Howard later 
received an honorary doctorate from 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 

In discussing his efforts with schools, 
he said that he wanted teachers to help 
the kids more than anything else. He 
knew that you can’t just tell them, 
‘‘This is the way to do it,’’ and leave 
them alone. You have got to help them. 
His approach was based on the idea 
that you have got to make the kids 
proud of themselves for what they were 
able to do. 

Howard made sure to focus on edu-
cating young indigenous people, ‘‘the 
grandkids,’’ about the rich culture and 
values that are their inheritance. 

Howard dedicated his later life to 
culture camps and cultural education 
in the schools. He started a camp on 
the banks of the Chena River, the 
Gaaleeya Spirit Camp, to teach skills 
to Native youth, such as art, language, 
and how to live off the land. 

He was a common and welcoming 
elder in Canada and the Chilkoot Cul-
ture Camp in Haines. He shared tradi-
tional practices of hunting, teaching 
deep respect for those resources that 
are so much a part of Alaska Natives 
lifestyles. 

The knowledge that he had and 
shared with others is something you 
cannot learn in a university. This 
knowledge is passed down from elders 
to youth, and he recognized the impor-
tance of sustaining places for younger 
generations to learn the ways of their 
ancestors. 

Howard Luke always said, if you love 
the kids, they will know that they are 
loved. He also always told the kids to 
be proud of themselves. Howard was 
loved in return, and Alaskans are im-
mensely proud of all that he contrib-
uted to the State. My deepest condo-
lences to his friends, family, and loved 
ones during this time as we reflect on 
the life a legendary Alaskan.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. ANDREW 
REHFELD 

∑ Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize Dr. Andrew Rehfeld, 
who will be inaugurated as the 10th 
President of Hebrew Union College 
Jewish Institute of Religion on Sun-
day, October 27, 2019. 

Founded in Cincinnati, OH in 1875, 
Hebrew Union College—Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion, or HUC–JIR, is today 
a premier institution of higher Jewish 
learning and the center of academic, 
spiritual, and professional leadership 
development for Reform Judaism. Over 
the past 144 years, HUC-JIR has grown 
into one of this Nation’s most distin-
guished Jewish seminaries, and lit-
erally thousands of its rabbinical and 
cantorial alumni have been leading a 
Jewish renaissance in North America, 
Israel, and around the globe. HUC–JIR 
is also internationally recognized for 
teaching and mentoring students to 
serve as Jewish educators and com-
munal leaders in synagogues, schools, 
Hillel’s, hospitals, camps, the U.S. 
military, and Jewish organizations 
worldwide. For more than 70 years, 
HUC–JIR’s Pines School of Graduate 
Studies has been conferring Ph.D. de-
grees on scholars of all religious tradi-
tions who have gone on to teach in col-
leges, universities, and seminaries 
around the world. Today, HUC–JIR has 
campuses in Cincinnati, Jerusalem, 
Los Angeles, and New York, all of 
which are vital centers for educational 
and cultural outreach to those of all 
faiths and backgrounds. 
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